
Beaufort # Sea Conditions Land Conditions 

0 Flat Calm 

1 Ripples without crests Wind motion visible in smoke 

2 Small wavelets Leaves rustle 

3 Large wavelets Smaller twigs in constant motion 

4 Small waves Small branches begin to move 

5 Moderate longer waves Smaller trees sway 

6 Large waves with foam crests Large branches in motion 

7 Sea heaps up and foam begins to streak Whole trees in motion 

8 Moderately high waves with breaking crests Twigs broken from trees 

9 High waves with dense foam Light structure damage 

10 Very high waves. Trees uprooted and lots of structural damage 

11 Exceptionally high waves Widespread structural damage 

12 Sea completely white with driving spray. Massive damage to structure 

 
 

Beaufort # Amateur Sailor's Description Landlubber's Description 

0 Boredom Children want dad to fly new kite 

1 Boredom Reading newspaper out of doors becomes a problem 

2 Vague interest Reading newspaper out of doors becomes impossible 

3 Mild pleasure  Twigs by front window begin to tap on glass 

4 Pleasure  Side gate bangs in night if someone forgot to put bolt on 

5 Great pleasure Old gentlemen's hats blow away 

6 Delight Clothesline comes down dragging washed clothes on grass 

7 Delight tinged with anxiety  Side gate bangs in night even when bolted 

8 Anxiety tinged with fear Car steering seems to have gone wrong 

9 Fear tinged with terror Old lady's hats blown away 

10 Great terror Clothesline with newly washed sheets takes off 

11 Panic  Old ladies and old gentlemen blown away 

12 Unconsciousness Children want dad to fly new kite 
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